Yz INSIGHTS
N\,

AFRICA-CHINA

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
&&&&&&&&&

How China's Initiatives are Shaping
a Global Community with a Shared
Future for Mankind

www.africachinacentre.org




NI/ INSIGHTS

\“'[
- 4

N

AFRICA-CHINA

CENTRE FOR POLICY
& ADVISORY

September 2024

How China's Initiatives are Shaping
a Global Community with a Shared
Future for Mankind

WRITTEN BY:

Mercy Tedeku
Research Associate, ACCPA
E: mercyt@africachinacentre.org

\wa.africachinacentre.org




Mercy Tedeku

Research Associate,
Africa-China Centre for Policy & Advisory



Over the past decade, China, under the leadership of President Xi Jinping has actively led
the vision for a global community with a shared future for mankind. Countries universally
strive for peace and security, economic growth, and the preservation of sovereignty. They
aim to improve public health, education, and overall well-being of their people, while
increasingly focusing on sustainable development to balance economic progress with
environmental sustainability. These shared aspirations shape both domestic policies and
international relations as countries collaborate or compete to achieve these goals. With
these common aspiration of countries, Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed that it will
be much easier to achieve these goals collectively rather than competitively through the
initiation of the vision of a global community with a shared future for mankind.

This vision calls for a new international relationship centered on mutual respect, equality,
cooperation, and shared prosperity. This vision emphasizes the need for collective efforts
to address global challenges, promote sustainable development, and ensure peace and
security. It also emphasizes the importance of treating all countries, regardless of size or
power, with respect and equality, rejecting the notion of power politics and reducing
disparities between developed and developing nations. For Africa, the vision of a global
community with a shared future holds significant relevance, offering opportunities for
growth, development, and strengthened international partnerships.

President Xi Jinping’s speeches have always highlighted the need to build a world of
common prosperity through mutual respect and equality, win-win cooperation, mutual
understanding, peace and security as well as sustainable development. President Xi
Jinping’s speech at the United Nations Office in Geneva 2017 where he proposed five goals
for the world which includes building a world of lasting peace through dialogue and
consultation, building a world of common security for all through joint efforts, building a
world of common prosperity through win-win cooperation, building an open and inclusive
world through exchanges and mutual learning and making our world clean and beautiful
through green and low-carbon development, reflects the continuous expansion and
deepening of the vision of a global community with a shared future for mankind.

China’s initiatives like the Global Development Initiative (GDI), Global Security Initiative
(GSI), Global Civilization Initiative (GCI), and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) stands
out as key frameworks that serve as platforms for implementing the vision. FOCAC has
also served as an important platform, bringing together leaders and officials from Africa
and China to discuss and enhance their diplomatic, economic, and social ties. These
initiatives are interlinked and mutually reinforcing, providing a multi-dimensional
approach to addressing the world’s most pressing challenges. Together, these initiatives



serve as part of China's broader strategy aimed at fostering international cooperation and
sustainable development to create a better future of prosperity for all.

The Global Development Initiative (GDI) launched in 2021, aims to promote sustainable
development and addresses the imbalances in global development, particularly the gap
between the Global North and South. It emphasizes the importance of equitable access to
resources, technology transfer, and capacity building. The GDI is designed to complement
and accelerate the implementation of the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, emphasizing areas such as poverty alleviation, food security, public health,
and green development, providing a framework for international cooperation on
development issues. China positions the GDI as a strategic guidepost for a world where
development is both equitable and sustainable, embodying the principle of "leaving no one
behind." By prioritizing inclusive growth and adhering to the people- centered approach,
the GDI encourages nations to work collaboratively towards common objectives. This
initiative not only addresses immediate developmental needs but also fosters long-term
partnerships that can lead to sustainable economic growth and social stability. Through the
GDI, China positions itself as a leader in global development, advocating for a more
balanced and equitable world.

The Global Security Initiative (GSI) launched in 2022, reflects China’s vision for a more
stable and peaceful world order. In a world marked by geopolitical tensions and security
challenges, the GSI was introduced to promote a new vision of global security that
emphasizes dialogue, multilateral cooperation rather than unilateral actions or military
interventions as a way of resolving conflict. By promoting a security framework that
transcends traditional alliances and focuses on collaborative approaches, the GSI aims to
build trust among nations and address issues such as terrorism, cyber threats, and regional
conflicts in a more inclusive and effective manner. The GSI advocates for a security
framework based on mutual respect, non-interference in the internal affairs of states, and
peaceful resolution of conflicts aligning with the five principles of peaceful coexistence. It
seeks to build a world where security and peace is not the privilege of a few but a collective
good shared by all. This initiative encourages countries to engage in dialogue and joint
efforts to address common security challenges, thereby contributing to a more stable and
peaceful global environment. The GSI aligns with the broader goal of creating a global
community where security is achieved through collaboration rather than confrontation.

The Global Civilization Initiative (GCI) launched in 2023, emphasizes the importance of
cultural exchange and mutual understanding among civilizations. It seeks to enhance
understanding and cooperation among different cultures, promoting the idea that diverse
civilizations can coexist harmoniously, counter cultural supremacy, and contribute to an
integrated global community for mankind. In an era of globalization, cultural differences
can sometimes lead to misunderstandings and conflicts. The GCI seeks to promote dialogue



among civilizations, highlighting the value of diversity and the need for respect and
tolerance. It promotes the idea that no single civilization is superior to others and that all
cultures have valuable contributions to make to global progress. Through initiatives such
as educational exchanges, cultural diplomacy, and people-to-people interactions, the GCI
aims to build bridges of understanding and reduce cultural prejudices. By fostering mutual
respect and learning, the GCI contributes to a more inclusive and harmonious global
community, fostering a sense of shared identity and common purpose among nations.

The most well-known of China’s initiatives is the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), launched
in 2013. The BRI is an ambitious infrastructure and economic development project that
seeks to enhance connectivity and trade across Asia, Africa, and beyond. The BRI serves
as a practical platform that China uses to show its commitment to a global community of
shared future. By building roads, railways, ports, trade corridors and other infrastructure,
the BRI aims to create a vast network that facilitates economic integration and cooperation
across continents. Through the BRI, China promotes the idea of win-win cooperation,
where all participating countries benefit from enhanced trade, investment, and economic
growth.

The initiative also serves as a practical tool for fostering interdependence and reducing
geopolitical tensions by creating a web of mutually beneficial relationships. China
positions the BRI as a means to promote inclusive development and strengthen global
economic ties. Africa's infrastructure deficit is a major barrier to its economic growth. The
vision of a Global Community with a Shared Future, particularly through initiatives like
China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), offers opportunities for Africa to bridge this gap.
By investing in roads, railways, ports, and energy projects, Africa can enhance its
connectivity, boost trade, and accelerate economic development.

Conclusion:

For Africa and other regions of the Global South, China's strategic initiatives such as GDI,
GSI, GCI, and BRI collectively provide valuable opportunities for development, security,
and cultural exchange, offering pathways to stronger international partnerships and shared
growth. The world continues to face complex challenges, from geopolitical tensions to
economic disparities and cultural misunderstandings, the strategic guidance provided by
China's initiatives serves as a crucial platform for building a more inclusive, peaceful, and
sustainable global community.



HINIH

Building No. 49-01, North Legon,
Accra, Ghana

+233 303 965259
info@africachinacentre.org

www.africachinacentre.org




